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" Build the U.T.W.

Success of the Textile Union’s organizing
drive in the South will not only bring a
living wage and better conditions to the
mill workers but it will also help raise the
standard of living of the entire working
class of the South. It is the task of every
union member, of every central labor union,
of the state federations of labor, to throw
all resources behind the United Textile
Workers and the C.I.O. in this drive. Textile
is a major industry in the South, employ-
ing more than 300,000 workers in the Caro-
linas and other Southern states. The cam-
paign to organize the textile industry must
go hand in hand with the C.I.O. drive in
the mines and steel mills of Alabama.

The mill owners are doing everything in
their power to prevau ceess of the
United Texiile Workers. are deter-
mined to econtinue the starveiion wages, and
the stretch-out system. The €annon mills,
which last year paid dividends of $4,000,-
000 representing a clear profit of more than
$200 on each worker employed, is a typical
example. And conditions for the workers
will become even worse~unless a powerful
Textile Union is built in the South.

‘Build Workers Alliance

The reactionary interests are carrying
on a determined campaign for W.P.A. lay-
offs in order to reduce the living standards
of the masses and praticularly in order to
reduce the wage standards of the employed
workers. Over 400,000 workers have already
heen thrown off the W.P.A. rolls and the
‘W.P.A. openly threatens that 600,000 more
will be laid off by June. Roosevelt, in spite
of his promises before the election, is giving
in to these attacks. The Workers Alliance of
America, the union of the unemployed and
W.P.A. workers is fighting to maintain the
W.P.A. to organize all needy and is also
fighting for decent wage standards on
W.P.A. Answer the attacks of bosses
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against the living standards of the masses
by building the Workers Alliance of Amer-
ica and by supporting its demands.

Buto Strikers Win

1937 already sees another great siride
forward for the American labor movement.
The auto workers marched out of their
plants last month with banners high—they
won an agreement. which gives the United
Automobile Workers Union the right of
being the sole representative of the men
in bargaining with General Motors in the
20 plants which were struck.

This agreement will hold for six months.
It includes the right of the men to wear
their U.A.W. buttons at work, to talk about
the union on company property during
lunchtime, and many other gains. As the
agreement was signed, G.M. announced a
wage increase that will increase its payroll
$25,000,000 a year—a direct resuit of the
militant and steadfast fight the aute
strikers put up.

"Disarm Industry”

On New Year’s Eve, John L. Lewis, chair-
man of the C.I.O., called upon the govern-
ment to disarm industry. In the hearings
conducted throughout the past year by the
Senate Committee on Civil Liberties, headed
by Senator LaFollette, it has been defin-
itely proven that big business is arming to
the teeth for violent opposition to workers
when they demand higher wages, better
working conditions and recognition of their
unions.

The lengths to which these industrial
barons will go was dramatically exposed
when witnesses told the LaFollette Com-
mittee how paid thugs of T.C.L, subsidiary
of U.S. Steel, flogged Joseph Gelders, mur-
dered and terrorized many workers. The
LaFollette Committee is now hamstrung by
lack of funds. Hheir investigatioons must
continue to expose the treacherous practices
of the bosses. Demand of your congressmen
that they pass an appropriation for the
LaFollette Committee.

Prevent Floeds

The heaviest burden of suffering and
destitution from the flood of January, 1937
—as from previous floods—fell upon the
common people of the South. The fight in
Congress for flood relief is therefore par-
ticularly vital to Southerners. Represent-
ative Matthew Dunn of Pennsylvania has
introduced a resolution for an appropriation
of one billion dollars for immediate flood
relief. Southern workers and farmers should
urge their representatives and senators to
vote for this resolution and should also de-
mand that Congress adopt immediately a
comprehensive program for the prevention
of future floods.

Build The |
New South

By DON WEST

“There was a south of slavery—7.#Son

like beasts of burd
kind of slavery v
-~ There is a

By strug:
viped out.
South of misery and hung]
There is a South where thousands
jobless, not knowing where next dal
meals are to come from. There is a Soy
of murder and lynching, jails and chi
gangs, against thews The
class who Jdrove slave 1
the courts, jails and
That class grows fat on
ing workers.

There must be # new South. There m|
be a South of peace, of joi security
plenty for'all. T’d like to ses the South)
worker a mighty weapon to help mould
new South.

T’ve just been with a group of work
to the relief bureau. There we saw

usual scenes—dozens of hopeless, beg
figures, stalking away, waiting aroun
hoping.

This morning I visited the home o
Kentucky worker. There are six kids
this home, bright eyed little fellows, il

most kids, eager to run and play and hay
But these lit#l

the normal child’s life.
fellows cannot have a healthy, full norm
life. The father used to work and provi
for his family. He worked hard. Na
he is disabled, nothing left for him.

But what happens to this Kentucky fan

ily?

“From Friday till Monday,” the motht
said, “We have had nothing to eat in th
house.”

“The relief gives us $5.00 a week,” sk

told me. 3
Five dollars a week for a family of eigl
with food and other things as costly
they are. This mother told me how th
had gone days at a time when there w
no food at all in the house. She was keg
ing the kids out of school. They didi
have clothes to wear. Besides hungry
can’t learn anything in school anyhow.
She had tried to get work at the relil
Bureau. But this is the story of thousan
of Southern workers. They are met with
lot of sarcastic questions. ;
This is the story of thousands.  Not onl
the colored, but also white workers, al
under the heel of oppression. Our W
out is the way of struggle, the way of
ganized, united standing together and buil
ing our organizations of workers to migh
fighting strength. There are the unid
for the employed workers. There is &
Workers Alliance for the unemployed al
W. P. A. workers. There is the Farm
Labor Party for all.

L
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EXTILE has swung into stride with
steel in a vast campaign to organize
ions of workers in mass production in-
hstries of the South!
To Greenville, S. C., the “textile center of
le South,” came 16 weathered veterans of
fe great 1934 strike in textile, organizers
d officials of the United Textile Workers
f America, for a weekend conference to
ap out tactics for the drive. For three days
hd nights they listened to and discussed the
esent situation and the plan of strategy
hich Francis Gorman, militant leader of
erica’s million textile workers, put before
fem.
Many of these organizers have been in the
hion only a few years. Many of them were
b their first strike in the great general tex-
fle strike of 1934. They learned bitter les-
fns in that 1934 strike.
They have watched the steel drive closely.
ey see how it works. They have come to
Palize, as Gorman put it, “Presiient Roose-
tlt or no one else is goirg to do anything
br the textile workers, unless we do some-
fing for ourselves.”

i Alert not only to the nation-wide problems

the textile workers of America, Gorman
Mows the South, the particular problems
hich face the workers who have but lately
fme into industry, who do not have the tra-
fition of unionism which northern workers
ve had for 50 years or more. Gorman
[Mows the terror, the intimidation, the un-
rupulous methods that the industrial bar-

lOUTHERN WORKER

"EXTILE GETS READY

Rzprinted from The Sunday Worker

FRANCIS GORMAN
President of the United Textile Workers Union

rons of the South will use to attempt to
break up the unionization of the workers.

“The most important obstacle to organ-
izing the Southern textile workeys,” as he,
himself said, “is the extremely vicious, anti-
union policy of the employers. The lengths
to which these industrial bourbons go to
drive out organization know no bounds—
framed arrests on every charge, including
murder. This is true of Northern manu-
facturers, too, but the Southern manufac-
turers are more savage in their union-bust-
ing tactics that most Northern manufactur-
ers.”

EQUALLY important, Gorman pointed
out is the fact that law-enforement
agencies in the South—the courts, police,
sheriffs, etc., are in most cases openly lined
up with the mill owners. “They make S0
little pretense at being really impartial and
fair that their actions look unbelievable to
people in the North who watch our pro-
gress.”

As we discussed the plan of action in the
lobby of the hotel where the conference was
being held, along came Homer Welch,
UT.W organizer in Alabama who was
framed in the Talledega Case. Just out of
prison a week, sentenced to 10 years in
prison for shooting a police officer, which
was even disproved by state’s evidence in the
trial, Welch was typical of the organizers
present. While his case is being appealed,
he is right back in the campaign.

“Welch is one of hundreds of cases, some
not so vicious, some worse. But we can do
a great deal to combat this,” Gorman was
quick to point out. “We must seek not only
to draw in the textile workers and other
members of organized labor, but also lib-
erals, and small business men. These people
can be our friends, especially the tradespeo-
ple of the small towns who are.directly de-
pendent upon the purchasing power of the
workers. We must organize public opinion
on our side. The employers have long ago
realized the importance of public opinion,
and they take great pains to organize it
through the radio, the press, the movies. We
must do the same through every method at
our command. 5

“Here is an example of what I mean. In
Cumberland, Md. the vigilante committee,
organized by the company’s agents through
the press, had public sentiment well organ-
jzed against the workers until the union
stepped in and rallied the people to their
own side. They began with the grocery
stores, small department stores and the like.
The net result was that they received un-
limited credit during the strike for food;
they received free publicity in the papers,
and generally, they found support where
they never dreamed they had it. They said
in the beginning, ‘This is a Du Pont strong-.
hold. We can never get public support.” But
when they really went out after it they did
get it.”

In the South there are hunderds of small
towns, even large cities where if you start
talking to a worker about joining the union,
he will look at you wonderingly and inter-
rupt with, “Now just what is this union
idea all about?” 7

“We have the answer, to that in our agi-
tation and propaganda program that we are
going to use. In this campaign we are really
going to build the union solidly, and in the
course of work we will find 2 way to pre-
sent our program of organization and pro-
gressive legislation to the workers in intel-
ligible and dramatic form.”

OST of the methods the T.W.0.C will

use are the methods which the steel
campaign has already proven will do the
job. Large dramatic, effective posters will
be distributed to all union offices, central
labor union halls, state federation offices,
barber shops, pool halls, churches, schools,
colleges, labor paper editorial rooms, on
vacant board fences,’on buildings and in all
other hundreds of places where workers
will read it and think about.it.

Widespread use of leaflets and bulletins
will immediately be initiated. Volunteer
corps from neighboring towns will be organ-
ized to distribute these at mill gates and
in house-to-house visits.

“One of the things we have learned, par-
ticularly in the South,” said Gorman, “is
the necessity of presenting local grievances
for joining the union. We will never distri-
bute just one leaflet to a mill. For each mill
there will be a carefully thought out plan.
Already, up in Danville, Va., U.T.W. local
2057 has started issuing a mimeographed
shop paper which at present will come out

(Continued on next page)
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HAT ABOUT SIT-DOWN STRIKES?

i i i i iffer- te property, the old, narrow view -
UT the situation today is entirely differ- and corporate | 2 4 i
By R. F. HALL B ent. It is not a disagreement between of property rights is no longer applicable. o

3 i it i that government cannot”
Mr. Brown and Johnnie, It is 2 dmagre?rr_nent Cglgtla_mlf)‘[;: t:il::e;re concfptinns of property
WAS reading my afternoon paper on tmhe between a great corporation, worth mllho;:s mfht;usd;signed o ottt ol R
dlines were full of the f dollars and owned in the greater part by rg d
street car. The hea keq Of dollars earer.) small owner and apply them on a gran
i s ey I3 : o n strike. General Motors had aske & minutely small group of millionaires, on ey tions. The peo-
gHilnted throughout the industry, and es. ang:-egav:?ifr:: e[,‘::rml:gngfiiﬁlygdbbvy }:\i:m;s ;?x:?iecwwigl:;s, ;i:;:;o:l" ::;ﬁz:g’;g:g; d;i?cuit court at Flint, Michigan, for an ' the one hand, and some 200,000 workers on S(l:al:hz:nzgll:?e: C:Dx::iaisi::z:xlg lthe e divicli)ua]
pecially in the South, leaves them no alter- - bt i o = i % 4 i ) tion to justify the use of force to evict ths other. The corporation has tremendous ple s e
native but to organize in defense of their ie::f_ aind Major B;ﬂ’y. Mr., Rlolzse"eh :};’1‘: ll;m;:;:ﬁ;n_yi:ti?r’ nﬁ";:f,g“. ;::r?, ‘:e:.' ug:ﬁking automobile workers. In Mont- power and, in the case of General Motors, small owners, thereby be:c?m
tersets and fo gain better conditions. ha ';nmon 0; i 11 25 elg tion Ia\.mr Ieducationor, e f | ery, big business interests were press- controls towns, cities and counties. The workers and the middle classes are
Hero is an examble of what the stretch. i i ;rehor e e}i final ,t‘ i deal i ith Amex for)ﬂ bill to outlaw the sit-down strike The individual worker, on the other hand, exploited and oppressed by these corpora-
out really means: In No, 2 Room of the p:ﬂ.;y w]mt e g oh labo.r‘ Hoosovell, nal. P ea; wxd 2?;':& i Alabama and . assess triple damages is relatively powerless against this array of tions and they must take the necessary
Riverside Mill in Danyille, there were 8 toh:mus Foliniae cons;dzrtbly n:p;euf’e% b,y ipneace o R and il o ginst the unions. The citizen sitting next might and power. He can quit, of course, steps to defend themselves. The organlzt{-
8lling rollers on eqch shift who yere peld e ‘W}liPOWET o e Labse %‘t i 0 of social and Iabor 1 me read the headlines over my shoulder. but the prospects, in that event, are BOVEILY  tion of unions and the es?abhs’hment o ool
$12 each per week , Ly onnictal ofist2 per | AWLE nflionce among tne fm:mers g T miel “What do you think of this sit-down busi- and even starvation. He may be blacklisted 140tiva bargaining is a vital life and ﬂeﬂ_th
Wweek for the workers on that shift. Wages ‘the middle clasges, soosevelt said he was lation with which no Forker, farmer/g 2* I asked him. The citizen was sither g jomh et A0 0 work by the other  pnasier today, mot only to the automobile
were increased to $13.20 per week, but one WJEHLQ % maked c;n;essml;‘e: o or. 1 e lany m:ig: represer;iatlve = t;:ahco s:n:mll business man or a white collar two big automobile companies. If he is to workers in Michigan but to workers in steel,
filling roller was taken off, leaving five f11 e o }:i“;"’hmf °£”" A af:,k e St [ e how, o Hissneverge morsumpiminer b S cholee  oriile, rubber and agriculture, The Sit-dowr,
ing rollers o do the work of 6. Now the "Fg;:l it ¢ ;;se\;: ent T wan nr cld,  Lor the Communis e e s what might be expected from that sec- in an industry, such as auto, dominated by strike in Michigan began when the czars of
Sl PayBIE66.00a week £ the workers w‘tlh h 11‘&, dr. ;E?\IT(’MLD Ilt “Cms the\same pr%s:réar:};_ 'lf ‘remaj of the public which has no direct con- three billion-dollar corporations, General Motors refused to bargain .wn;h the
on that shift. “; undre sto New eg] : ongressmen. Ill hls progr'az}l W‘l emain on pieo on it e movement and the Certainly the “principle” involved here is union and diseriminated against union men,
THE stretchout, starvation wages and "T}?:t':r:n:;rh !ftr u:wy?)za ’ets::;f :;:2:1:} :?n':;smt oef l;:up::d ?:fesg:rt;fstfa:“ ;I oblems of labor and which relies exclusive- not the same principle which was bothering ¢ Was 2 necessary weapon in the» uneven
10-hour work days are among the most Theg; filled é:rp Cong'r;ass witi men who had turned into ch:mnels that will insuieps i too exclusively—on the capitalist press my friend on the street car. ; fight of the industrial slaves against the
[urorian: fhings that the National Textle made some vague promises and then sat  We therefore propose the formatiotyfr its opinions. < S seactionary press would inot e im: Slexe casers]
Act, HLR. 238, li designed to climinate, de- back to wait for that Drogressive social and progressive legislative committees in v“l believe in the right of la.b.or ‘.":mng i
Sared Gorman. “In that act We also demand labor legislation. To date it hasent come, On  ous labor and farm bodies, starting wirike,” he said, “but I don’t thinlk it's ZiEht
gn $18 mlmmumt wage ;.aer}dmg a deczs}lion the contrary, there are distinct signs that  the locals and including central bodies ‘afr the workers to trespass on another man’s
S o Sovernment commission as to what fome laws just contrary to the neads of state federations. Such committess shat
constitutes a reasonable wage.” .

operty and keep him out of it. T ulwazs
3] Y S 1i s a great one for principle, and it’s the
The act also attacks some of the basie Labor are coming out of the hopper, What make common cause with other gron]
evils of the mill setup such as compulsory

once & month and later oftener.” 4
Asked whether he thought Southern tex- A P E o P L E S P R o G R A
tile workers were again ready to organize
after the negative results of the 1934 sirike, @ Bya Staff Member of The Southern Worker
Gorman replied, “Unguestionably. In that ey
strike they felt their power. Now they will T

-

HE greatest contributor to the New farm mortgages; cost of prdiuction

learn to use it correctly. i 5 A 8 fi
“The inhuman stretchout that has been in. Deal election campaign both in votes and farmers; tenancy and share cropping

labor and the people forgot was that for drawing them into the committees on coutfpinciple of the thing that has decided me.
4 s every representative of labor dogging the and state seale. Jov suppose you had a cook who got sore
trading at company commissaries, payment footsteps of the law-makers in Washington Jfd went on strike. Suppose she sat down
_of wages in serip and calls for stringent there are a hundreq Tepresentatives of THESE committees should utilize this M your Litchen and wouldn't cook your
lawaion c.h“d ]nbn’r. W]{:ch is particalarly chambers of commerce, trade associations, tional proeram by arraneine discussighimer and wouldn’t let you in there to cnc.k
pr:z‘valent in the textile Endx‘xstry. Power trusts, the railroads, and whatnot, in the various locals and central bodies wiffar own meal, either‘. It looks to me as if
We are not only bmng}ng pressure to The truth ‘of the matter is that Labor has ~ which it has connections, They should drgfwere the same principle. |
bear on present Tegislators in Congress and united behind a definite legislative Pro-  up similar programs for city, county afThe citizen was speaking houestly iThis
state bodies for the enactment of this pro- gram. It has not drawn to its side thoss state legislation, based on the needs of thhs the principle as he saw it. It was the
gressive Iegls!atmn, but in our union, we forces who have many of the same aims, the  people in these politiea] sub-divisions, Winciple of HIS kitchen, HIS meal, HIS
full well realize that f:l}e only way ]abn_r beace groups, the farmers, the middle It must be realized that the old methofok, HIS PROSPERITY. If he were a small
and the 'lermel.‘s are going to guard their classes. And finally Labor has not adopted of lobbying will not worl. Roosevelt amisiness man, he thought also, no doubt, of
constitutional rights which are Increasingly method of exerting pressure, consistently Congress must be made to realize that tWIS delivery boy or HIS stenographer, Since
menaced by the employers is to organize % and steadily, towards achieving this pro- masses are interested in eartain legislatio

Party oty of their own, & Farmer.Labor gram, To get a lInbor program across calls figliends hold sincerely. o this attitude, it is Auto workers in Cadillac’s Detroit plant join sit-down strike started
Party. Our locals have already taken the in- B.cssary that we take up the questions in- by their brothers in Flint, Michigan,

Hiative in many regions in doing this OW, first, about the ] 1 i Tsaningiie preanized, his attitud d make a serious t-di
> 2 "B1ons 1 8 rst, about the legislative program This is all a f bip!ved in this attitude an 3 . iss learly is not whether sit-down
“Iet me emphasize,” he continued, “We N itselt. E::erybndy knows that in a gen- indeplend.:'ni pnli,t)::; Dact‘;}:thjeL:;:, fort to answer them. i LR by thes“"‘rg“menfﬁ lThe : '§,‘,’°§Z‘, Stfi‘;:;s:ﬁ;t:ﬁhye]principle of property
oo organize the South and we' must do it eral way Labor is for the 80-hour week, that means action which is not tied to the fallTha basic question in the sit-down strikes strike, to them, is a pozer u ;verp They  righta. Tho feins Is Uhethacs sl Lo
One of the groatest pitfalls Is creating 1 1y gop the right to organize, and for of the kite of big business or the politiesl the right to collective bargaining, the “evil” in the EandsioticheRoy A erty of industrial autoerats shall be able to dis-
b;-eaks ‘N our ranks and dissension MO surhing the Power of the Supreme Court. parties of big business, ¢ht for which the sit-down strikers are peyer ceasehtobmvnke thetlsacred property regard th Welfare ot HHa woriets ool bica
the workers because of differences of opinion  qp,. A, F. of L. office { : i i (et i k aids, office rights” of the ig corporations. U h
.« F. 3 e i ash d: hting. Now while cooks, maids, g diserimination to smas

oo Washington en i Workers and “axmers who pie acty ya nfnd stenographers enr;ployed in in- But the worker might very well answer, and thugs and dis

over issuey which have nothing to do with  4p¢ its : : : ivel
2 § ponderous news releases on sla- § 's R A i fuse to bargain collectively

the organization of the Union. There was a 5 e ggtla- | draving P end working fora becplea i dual homes and establishments are ex- “Do not these so-called property T.JE!MS of m;:;ni’}m';:ie;);ll;i'ees.

pited and have indeed grievances of their . corporations carry any obligations and W :

tion, but very few loeals get in on the egram of legislation will eventually see | th
time when Communists and othar 8YOUPS  gacret, The Uni B £ : i o 3

. ; secret. The United Mine Workers : s pa g is i i bama toda;
Sought to. disrupt our uepey ik 0 rePresen-  meed of a peonle’s party. We realize g | , it is certainly not to be expected that responsibilities?” And here it should be  -This is the issue a‘lsn ;:EA:;;] ;;.ing t!;
e\; will have recourse to the sit-down remembered that the sit-down strike was where the reactionaries

tative works for the Guffey Bill, the United We are, in fact, counting on this. We wa
A ; it- ike, It
rike. In an establishment where one em- inaugurated by the corporations themselves enact a law against the sit-down strike,

?vuerpvzﬁ?s.be'l‘gf; is dnaw!f;gs_r trmj- Tafdﬂy, Textile Workers for the Ellenbogen Bill angd the common people to learn through thi
Fge¢ with distuption if we 4, representatives of the rail . 1 i (R i i-
. D 1ves of the railroad brother Jion experience that eyineed s ¥y foyee works for one employer, their dis- back in 1929 when they brought on the crisis is not the property rlghf:nzf‘ 3‘1‘:‘:?;8&3;:;
; iements must perforce be settled be- . depression, Because they were not re- ness man or the home-o

choose to discriminate Against pregent oy hoods for their own legislation. There has Labor Party, based on the trade unions, i
: : i t sit-
een them. The opposing sides are more celving profits large enough to please them, ing the friends of the bill to ou law

not been a single lavislative nrogram, known  fapy oreanizations, tha Ne, le al
s W p . 4 f gro peopla
ences over political, religious or other Inci-  tg the ranys of Labor, and covering the the exploited middle classes i i ; trikes. It is whether the Organized
! 3 less equal in strength. Mr. Brown can the capitalists went on a sit-down strike and  down strikes. SRR
te Johnnie or Johnnie can quit. It is then o factory after factory, mine after Labor moveme

2 ! S8V : various aspects of labor legislation, But while they are learning this 1@5

mittee for Industrial Organization and this The Communist Party has entered this Wwhy not win some of the demands of Mr. B AR so powerful that it can force the reactionary
b i s own ine, ¥’ b

im]io':‘}:eiue::;snn:gr-]ohznier to look for s employers, the steel trust, the textile mag

al

is "ihﬂ policy of the United Textila Workers.” preach With a program. At a recent meeting  peovle which ean mean a better life? i
As he rose to return to the conference of our Centra] Committee, a national legis- s the why ang Wherefore of a progresst HE Seripps-Howard Press, which in- d the landlords, to bargain col-
piftother job. As long as industry was com- in Birmingh oiiita s e D0d fthe :
ise leZthL;rély of small establishments em- cludes the Post in Birmingham, p lectively.
FUS el

r]c:rmé G;?;man sml’:elr} conﬁdentl§ and hde- lative program was worked out to include legislative propram and legislative comm|

cared, “You can tell your rea ers this:  all the needs of Labor, the farmers and the tees of th 1 tive - Frank Kent i i i

Textile is going to he ready this spring to middle classes : s OB 'e, i loyi e or two workers, the problem of out that even conservativ he principle of That is why the anti-sit-down strike ?111
b (Editor’s Note: Copies of The Peop] g&mg [lmt' as we know them did not advocates the acceptance of the p: W P his - must be defeated, why the anti-picketing
‘ 10n8 as r R 3 it n 5 4

xi:: Ari; incidentally, it was under circum-  the worker having a property right i law must be repealed. It will take a united

st. »

=

T
T

tie

join hands with steel, coal, auto, rubber and This I i i i
$ program deals systematically with De ds g
the other mass production industries in the following points; ¢ HFRAL by

g . legislation drawn up by the Cent: s : i . Kent nor the Post can 3
Whnt?ver i eram s decided upon for 30-hour week; collective bargaining, so- mittee of the Commrl’mi:t P:rtv?:ar:lbg tances such as this that our Constxtutlmf' 1?; ﬁﬁ: ﬁileth:‘;cf;tgme of this principle  labor movement, together wn:- th:til-g:mem
il:b:l;:ér?]c:rﬁh fowards progress and pence cial insurance; civil liberties; Supreme  taineq by sendine a posteard to the Southemiihith its hundred and one safeguards o S that, with the rise of corporate power and the middle classes, to achiev s

Court; Negro people; unemployment relief; Worker, Box 572, Eirm{nghgm. Ala.) "property rights” was framed.
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“DISARM INDUSTRY"”

@ By PAT BARR

IN ‘Washington, D. C., last month, the
story of why the floggers of Joseph S.
Gelders were not brought to justice was un-
folded before a tense and wide-eyed audi-
ence. The scene was the hearing conducted
by the Senate Committee Investigating Civil
Liberties, headed by Senator Robert LaFol-
lette. >

The story so far, up to the hearing, was

this: Joseph Gelders, formerly a professor
at the University of Alabama and now
Southern Representative of the National
Committee for the Defense of Political
Prisoners, was kidnapped from the streets
of Birmingham on the night of September
93 because he and several ministers and
other liberals in Birmingham sought the re-
lease of Jack Barton. Barton was a Com-
munist organizer who was sentenced to
prison fo 1-possessing'00mmunist literature
in Bessemer.

Gelders was earried 50 miles outside of
Birmingham, brutally flogged and left in
a road ditch without any clothes. Gelders

saw who his floggers were and easily identi-
fied them to police authorities. Among the
floggers were Walter J. Hanna, of the Na-
tional Guard and Dent Williams, a Birming-
ham attorney. Evidence that these men were
the floggers was presented to two grand
juries in Jefferson County. 'Chis evidence
could not be refuted, yet the grand jury re-
fused to indict these men for flogging Geld-
ers.

Why did two grand juries refuse to return
indictments against the men whom Gelders
positively identified as the men who flogged
stand at the hearing in Washington by
stand at the hearing in Washingfon by
James W. McClung, special investizator of
the Alabe State Police, assigned -to the
Gelders case. This was MecClung’s answer:
“The Tennessee Coal and Iren Company

- owns fifteen-sixteenth of the country down

vy and Southern outpost of
Steel Corporation, not only
owns fifteen-sixtoeiths of thw property in
and around Birmingham, but has 15 out of
the 17 officers of the Alatama State Na-
tional Guard on its payroll. Hanna was one
of them. Dent Williams was a lieutenant in
the National Guard.

That was the reason the grand juries re-
fused to return indictments against the
assailants of Gelders.

Solicitor General Bailes and the prosecu-
tor had this information, but they even re-
fused to call Yelverton Cowherd, Pirmirg-
ham attorney who was former chaitman of
the Americanization Committee of the
American Legion, who had definite lnowl-
edge of this, to testify before the grand
juries.

ON the witness stand in Washington,

McClung made no bones about the fact
that he had “received little aid frem local
law enforcement agencies” in his investiga-
tion of the case with the exception of Chief
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Joseph S. Gelders
Joseph Gelders, Southern Representative
of the National Committee For the
Defense of Political Prisoners
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of Detectives Giles. McClung even charged
that the Jefferson County Solicitor’s office
had failed to press vigorously for indict-
ments.

The story of Joseph Gelders was one
‘the most dramatic and one of the most h
rifying described to the LaFollette Commi
tee, but it was only a part of the Jong ni
tory of T.C.L’s and U.S. Steel’s efforts
prevent the organization of their hundreds
of thousands of workers into unions w
fight for higher wages and better condition:

Testimony given to the LaFollette Co
mittee in 1936 showed that U.S. Steel mal
tains a-huge private army of stool pigeo;
thugs and trigger-men. Its mills
stocked with large supplies of machine g
tear gas, rifles and other means of figh!
against workers.

Two murders of workers, intimidation
terrorization of all kinds were added
this list by a large number of affidavits su
mitted to the LaFollette Committee.

On New Year's Eve, John L. Lewis, ¢!
man of the Committee for Industrial
ganization, called upon government agenc
to “disarm industry.” The government i
Blithely ignored this. Is the United Sta

Department of Justice also intimidated
America’s chief racketeers—the Morga:
duPonts and other Liberty Leaguers wh
are the real leaders of this vicious campa
of terror, murder and frame-up?

of
:
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MORE JOB

® By TED WELLMAN

UPPOSE you had fallen asleep on the

day before election last year, and did not
wake up for three months. Then you awoke
and looked about von. You wonld see that
in the three months following the clections
386,217 workers were laid off the WPA, and
most of them didn’t get any jobs in industry
— most of them back on the tender mercies
of bankrupt state and county relief acencies.
Who would you think had won the elections ?

Roosevelt campaigned on the issue of con-
tinuing the WPA, while Landon and the
Liberty League howled for cutting and doing
away with the WPA. Yet in the short period
since the elections we have ssen nearly
400,000 workers dropped from the WPA
yolls. Harry L. Hopkins went to Congress
and asked for a cut in the WPA appropri-
ations to $635,000,000, and brazenly stated
that 600,000 more workers would be thrown
off WPA by June. All this in the face of the
Conference of Mayors held in Washington
which stated that at least $877,5600,000 was
needed to carry on the WPA for the next
five months, and that 500,000 more people
should be placed on the WPA at once.

The Workers Alliance of America, the or-
ganization of the jobless and relief workers,
has taken up the challenge. On January 9,
in almost every eity in the country there
were mass meetings and parades of WPA
workers protesting these outrageous cuts.
On January 15, a mass delegation of 3,000
delegates representing 1,500,000 organized
WPA workers from most of the states of
the Union came to Washington to voice
the demands of the WPA workers them-
selves. Their committee met with Marvin

LESS

McIntyre, secretary to President Rooseve
and submitted the following four demand
1. Appropriation of at least $1,040,000,001
for the period from February 1 to July 1.
9. Reinstatement of all discharged W
workers. :
3. Expansion of WPA to include all needy.
4. 209 increase in wages on WPA.

N the Southern states, which compose the

lowest wage region of the WPA, workers
receive from $12 to $83 per month. Almost
helf the WPA workers have been cut off in
Jess than a year. In Tennessee the rolls
dropped from 55,483 to less than 30,000; in
Alabama from 47,701 to 29,959; and in
Georgia from 53,804 to 38,121,

The masses of unemployed ean answer
this brutal attack on their very lives only
by organizing, by building the Workers §
Alliance, by organizing mass actions, meet:
ings, committees, delegations, by insisting
that their congressmen fight for more ap:
propriations. The trade unions as a whol
must protest these WPA cuts and di
missals. The labor movement everywhert
should support the Workers Alliance, thi
union of the jobless, in its struggle against
downright starvation; as well as to prevent
a million hungry jobless people from being:
thrown on the market as cheap labor, to be
used as a bait in the fight of the Libertys
League and Manufacturers Association t08
knock down wage levels, and to smash thej
labor unions.

The people are being double-crossed. Their s
mandates of Election Day go unheeded.
Make the pre-election promises become true.s
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LAND FOR THE LANDLESS

® By JERRY COLEMAN

HILE the hearings held by President
Roosevelt’s Commission on Farm
Tenancy were largely the result of pressure
brought to bear upon the administration for
progressive legislation to aid agriculture
the hearings held in the South last month
were used mainly to gather support for the
Bankhead-Jones Farm-Tenancy Bill. The
Bankhead Bill. will give little aid to the
farmer and was presented as a result of the
demand of two million landless Southern
farmers for land. While the Roosevelt gov-
ernment is making promises, the People’s
Front government in Mexico has already
confiscated the big cotton plantations and in
the Laguna region they are being divided
up among the landless agricultural workers.
One colored farmer at the Montgomery
meeting summed up things in a few words—
“We've been waiting 70 years for our 40
acres and a mule and now we're looking to
get it.” 7

The Bankhead Bill is supposed to be the
answer to the farmer, Will it be? The bill
provides for 50 million dollars to be spent
each year putting agricultural workers,
sharecroppers and tenants on their own
larad. It will cost about $5,000 to buy land,
build a house, buy teams and tools and
supply feed, fertilizer, food and so forth.
At this rate, and considering none of this
money goes for administration expenses and
graft, they can take care of 10,000 families
a year. In the South alome it would take
200 years to take care of the two million
landless farmers. And considering the num-
ber of small farm owners losing their land
to the banks and mortgage sharks—an aver-
age of 40,000 a year for the last five years
—the Bankhead Bill ean only take care of
one out of four families that lost their land
each year, let alone do anything for those
already landless.

The Communist Party says the govern-
ment is not doing its job. In the first place
the Frazier-Lemke Farm Mortgage Refinan-
cing Bill, with amendments striking out in-
flationary clauses, must be passed to protect
the small land owner from mortgage fore-
closeure and stop the increase in tenancy.
‘In the second place a Bankhead Bill provid-
ing for at least a billion dollars a year to
secure land and homes for tenants is needed.

HE present Bankhead Bill has several

‘more jokers that will work hardship on
the farmer. Farmers who get loans will be
asked to cut down on cash crops. These
farmers will be forced to sign farm-manage-
ment plans made out by the County Farm
Agent who is always helping the banker
and landlord gobble up the small land-
owner. The farmer will not stand for this
kind of dictatorship and the government
cannot expect the farmer to agree to have

' the “easy-chair Washington farmers,” with

their crack-pot ideas, run their business.
The Communist Party says the farmer must
have his cash crop and no dictatorship from
the County Agents.
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A %’Vegro share-cropper in Alabama
stm‘zdmg frout of the jerry-built house
which he and bis family are forced fo
live in.

The interest on loans under the Bankhead
EBill should be paid by taxation of bankers,
insurance companies, loan companies and
corporations dealing with farmers or farm
products. To repay a $5,000 loan in 40 years
would mean a $125 payment on the principal
Ea.ch vear, If the $75 interest is added to
thla: payment, the farmer will starve to death
t?ymg to make it. The banks and corpora-
tions have robbed the farmer for years. Let
them put back a little of their profits to
cover the interest on the loans.

STATE Homestead Exemption laws up to
$5,000 should be passed to protect the
small farmer from unbearable tax burdens.
A high graduated land tax on all privatel
and corporate land-holding valued over
$5,000 should be passed to put a check on
land monopoly and exploitation through land
rn_onlopu]y. The Federal Farm Credit Ad-
ministration should be loosened up so the
small farmer can get a production loan. At
present the F.C.A. is little better than the
regular loan shark. It should be changed to
allow crop loans for small farmers, tenants
and sharecroppers with a crop lien as the
only security., Another amendment to the
F.C.A. should allow for cancellation of these
debts during years of crop failure.
Maxiketing co-operatives should be given
ﬁnanm.al aid by the government. Such co-
operatives should be organized and con-
trolled by the working farmers. Then the
farmer can have a little control over mar-
kets and increase prices for farm products

by cutting into the profits of t
e of the useless

Purchasing co-operatives controlled by the -
farme_rs will allow them to buy in large
.quanhties at wholesale prices and again cut
!nto the middle man’s profits and put money
into the farmers’ pocket. Many Alabama
farr‘ners have saved from $5 to $10 a ton
buying fertilizer co-operatively.

: A few people propose producers co-opera-
tives as the way to solve the farm tenancy
p.ruhlem. ‘While the Communist Pz;rty be=
lieves co-operative farming would be the
most profitable under Socialism, the Party
warns the farmer that as long as Wall
Street bankers control the markets, prices
and credit under Capitalism, co-operative
farming can never succeed.

If producers co-operatives are started
now, Wall Street and the County Agents
they control will erush them. It will give a
black-eye to this type of farming. Today
the American farmer wants his own land
and the Communist Party gives its full
support to this demand.

This is a church in the cotion countr 2

y. It is also used as a school for the f
months of the year that the children of col ot
e f colored share-croppers are spared from
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CHERRY

I'LL meet you tomorrow at union head-
quarters. I've got to go over to Bessemer
now. See you tomorrow. And T’ll take you
home with me for dinmer. Wait ’til you
taste my wife's pie! It’s the best pie in the
world. Ask any of the boys here.

0f course you know I'm on the local steel
workers committee here, and it keeps me
pretty-busy. When we first started organ-
izing I was never home. I'd come back from
the mill, grab something to eat, and out
again, You know, meetings, talking to
people and all that stuff.

One day I was on the three to eleven
shift, and I came into the house to get my
lunch. I could smell pies baking. 1 stood
there just smelling ’em. I said to Stella—
that’s my wife—"*Don’t forget to save a
piece for me tonight.” She said something,
but I was in a hurry and didn’t wait to
hear what it was.

Well, when I got out of the mill that
night I got to talking union with some of
the men, and I didn’t get home ’till after
twelve. Now, I said to myself, Joe, you're
going to sit down and enjoy 2 piece of that
pie. I looked at the table in the kitchen.
Nothing there. I looked on all the shelves,
everywhere. No pie. 1 thought that was
pretty funny. My wife and kid don’t eat a
couple of pies between them. All I could
find to eat was some stale bread and a plece
of cheese.

KNEW. there was something screwy

going on but I couldn’t figure it out.
Anyhow, I was pretty tired, so I went to
bed, When I got in bed Stella was sound
asleep. 0.K. I said to myself, T'll find out
what it's all about in the morning.

I slept a little later than usual and when
1 woke up there was nobody in the house.
On the kitchen table was a letter which
went something like this: “All you do. lately
is come home to eat and sleep. You don’t
aven want to talk to me. I'm not running a
hotel. Until you change you can live by
yourself, Yours truly, Stella.”

Can yo-u beat that!

I was standing there, feeling sort of
punch drunk when my father-in-law walked
in, “Hey,” I said, “take a look at this. What
the hell is it all about?”

“Yeah, I know Joe,” he said. “Women
get crazy sometimes. Stella and the kid are
over to our house. She says she's goin’ to
stay a while 'till you get sense.”

“What’s she doin’ there?” I asked.

“Oh, she and the old woman, they're
_ eating pie. She brought a couple over yester-
day. Damn good pie too.”

“Pop,” I hollered, “don't talk like that!”

Page 8

PIE

1 stood there a minute thinking. Then I
said, “Listen, if she wants to be stubborn
I can be too.”” Besides I couldn’t go over his
place because I had another meeting.

WELL, the rest of the week I just lived
by myself. I ate mostly bread and
cheese. I still can’t look cheese in the face.
One day somehodv at the mill says to me,
“Does your wife still make those good pies?”’
I told him if he knew what was good for
him he’d lay off the pie.

Finally Sunday came around and 1 went
over to the old folks’ house. They were

sitting on the porch with Bobby, my kid.
Wait ’til you see him, only four, but smart
as a tick. He said to me, “Daddy why don't
I see you anymore? Why didn’t you come
home yesterday? We had pie for supper.”

“Where’s your mother?” I said. He told
mo in the kitchen, so I asked the old folks
to stay out because I wanted to talk with
Stella. I went inside.

“Hello,-honey,” I said.

“Don’t honey me,” she said. It's a pity
you can’t get around to visiting your wife
and child once in a while.”

“Aw, don’t be that way,” I told her.
“You know where I go all the time. I'm
just anxious to get the mill organized.” I
started to laugh. “I'll bet you try to say I
go out with other women.”

HE looked at me. “No woman could be

that dumb—to go out with you!” I said
we'd skip that. I banged my hand on the
table. T was beginning to get mad. “Now
listen here to me,” I said.

“You listen to me,” said Stella. I guess
she was getting mad too, “You expect me
to sit around the house every night looking
at the four walls while you run around
to meetings and everything. You don’t even

_want to talk to me about it.”

“Now wait a minute,” T said. “We're try-
ing to organize a real industrial union all
over, That’s important. It’s the biggest
thing we ever tried to do. It's men’s work,
no place for women.”

“Qh, yeah! I guess it’s all right for us
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A SHORT STORY

® By I. SHEPIRO

women to make ends meet at home, and to
go out on the pjcket line in a strike, but
we're too dumb to understand what it's all
about. We just bake pies!”

“I didn’t say that. I only meant that there
was nothing you could do. One reason I go
out so much is I'm trying to see Mike
Johnson. He's an old-timer with lots of pals.
I've got to convince him he ought to sup-
port the union. I guess maybe you could do
that better than me?”

SOUTHERN WORKER

All of a sudden she began to smile.
“Listen, smart guy, I'm going to show you
something. You go home and shave and put
on a clean shirt. Then you take Bobby for
a walk and don’t come back here ’till late
in the afternoon.

“What's the big idea,” I said.

“You wait and find out. Don’t stand there
like a dummy. Do what I say.”

“All right. All right”” I said. “Anything
to keep peace in the family.”

‘ELL, I did what she said. I took Bobby

out for a walk down towards the
Fairfield mill. I tried to explain to him about
the union and that he should mever be
surprised at anything a woman ever did.
We came back to the house and when I
walked in my mouth just opened up like
Joe E. Brown’s—Not because I was saying
anything—I just couldn’t.

The house was full of people, all men
from the mills and their wives. They were
just sitting around and talking—and eat-
ing pie. And Mike Johnson was sitting there
eating pie so fast his handlebar mustache
was waving up and down.

“We were waiting for you,” Stella said,
looking at me sort of funny. You know
the way women do. Mike was just asking if
you could explain a few things to him about:
the union. Ism’t that right Mike?”

Mike swallowed a big hunk of pie. “Huh,”
he said. “What? Well, yeah, all right.”

When I heard that I began talking. It
was a pretty good speech if I do say so
myself. I said, “You fellows know the only
way we can beat the bosses is to organize
into one big union. Not in old fashioned
craft unions, but in industrial unions. If you
want to get some place in a hurry, you don’t
ride an old broken down flivver; you'd get
a modern streamlined car. Well, that’s the
way it is with unions. Industrial unions is
the modern, streamlined way of organiza-
tion.”

Well, I don’t have to tell you the whole
thing. You know as well as I do. When 1
got through talking Mike said he guessed 1
was right at that, and when could he join.
And the other fellows said the same thing.
Finally they all went home.

T looked at Stella. “Sweetheart,” I said,
4] got to hand it to you.”

“0Oh, yowre mot so bad yourself,” she
said. Then I put my arms around her and
we sort of made up—well you know what I
mean. After that I said, “Well, honey, now
I'm going to sit down and eat me some of
that pie, I was so excited before I forgot
to eat any.” I sat down at the table and
looked around. “Well, I'Il be——" 1 said.
There wasn’t a piece of pie left in the ‘house,
not even a crumb. They just cleaned up
everything there was.

Stella said, “Do you admit you were
wrong?”

I said, “Will you bake me all the pies I
want?”

So she said yes and I said yes. That’s the
way it was. Well, I got to scram now, 0
long. See you tomorrow.
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The American Scene

DISASTROUS FLOODS LEAVE

1,000,000 HOMELESS

One of the most terrible floods in-Amer-
ican history swept through the Ohio Valley
and down the Mississippi Valley last month,

" leaving over 500 dead, one million homeless,

property damage of more than $400,000,000,
and epidemics of contagious diseases among
the helpless refugees.

Experts are pointing out that this was no
mere “act of God,” no natural calamity that
could not have been avoided. The original
cause was the ruthless way in which big
business exploited the land and natural re-
sources of the country, thus depriving us of
natural protections against floods. Big busi-
ness knew how to prevent these floods, but
they did not do so because a good flood pro-
tection system would have eaten into the
profits of power and other companies.

All that was neecessary was for the £ov-
ernment to enter on an extensive program
of controlling floods at their source. Instead,
Congress backed down before the power
companies, who opposed it because it would
mean government dams and therefore gov-
ernment power plants, like T.V.A.

AUTO STRIKE JUST FIRST BATTLE OF
LARGER STRUGGLE, SAYS LEWIS

The auto strike ‘s only the first engage-
ment-in a war between labor and finance,”
says John L. Lewis, chairman of the C.I.0O.

" in Washington last month. Lewis charges

that the leading financial interests of the
country have ganged up to fight the or-
ganization: drive which the C.IO, is con-
ducting not only in auto but in steel, textile
and other mass industries.

CONGRESS GIVES IN TO WAR-
MAKERS; BANS ARMS TO SPAIN

Almost the first official act of the T5th
Congress was to stab demoeracy in the back
by passing a law against arms shipments to
Spain. This is exactly what Hitler wanted
the United States to do. Hitler knows that
his man, General Franco, will be defeated
unless the Spanish people, who are fighting
heroieally to save their country and the
world from fascism, can be eut off from ob-
taining supplies from the other democratic
countries.

The most reactionary senators and con-
gressmen, who have always bitterly fought
any genuine movement against war, strongly
favored this so-called “neutrality” hill,
while the only congressman who had the
ccurage to oppose it was Farmer-Laborite
John T. Bernard of Minnesota. =

MARITIME WORKERS WIN
MOST DEMANDS IN STRIKE

The heroic 84-day strike of the maritime
workers of the West Coast ended ina smash-
ing victory for the workers when an agree-
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ment to end the strike was reached which
granted almost all of the important de-
mands which had been raised by the strikers.
All but the longshoremen won substantial
pay increases. The longshoremen won con-
tinuation of a six-hour day and time and a

“half for overtime. Cooks and stewards won

an eight-hour day on freighters, nine hours
on passenger ships. Radio telegraphers got
an eight-hour day. All but the Marine En-
gineers and the Masters, Mates and Pilots
won closed shop contracts with union hiring
halls. These two unions won union recogni-
tion,

On the East Coast and in the Gulf ports,
although the strike did not gain such smash-
ing victories as were won in the West, the

maritime unions ended in a stronger position
than they began. The solidarity between
East Coast, West Coast, and Guir maritime
workers was greatly strengthened, thus lay-
ing the basis for the building of a National
Maritime Federation.
victory of the strike was the winning of
honest and militant rank and file control
over LS.U. locals formerly under the dic-
tatorship of reactionary officials.
———

STEEL WORKERS TO PRESENT
DEMANDS BY APRIL 1

Workers in the steel industry plan to
present their demands to the steel trust by
April 1, of this year, it was reported. Some
time before then, a national convention of
members of the Amalgamated Association
of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, the steel
workers’ union affiliated to th= C.LO., will
be Leid te discuss demands for union wages,
hours and working conditions. The union
of sicel workers now has a membership ot

‘more than 128,000.

International News

On the fourth amniversary of the day
when Hitler became the ruler of Germany,
he delivered a speech eagerly awaited by all
peoples and countries throughout the world.
In the face of offers of economic assistance
tendered him by England and France for
promises of peace, would he alter his head-
long plunge towards another world war?
No, he did not. He attacked the Versailles
treaty and withdrew Germany’s agreement
to the last clause in an attempt to blind
the hungering, suffering German people
whom he is preparing to send into new
battlefields. “Cannon before butter,” he de-
clared.

His speech was an attack upon the whole
system of collective security. He wants to
break the Franco-Soviet pact, to isolate
Czechoslovakia so that he ean march his
troops over the body of that counfry to at-
tack the Soviet Union. Hitler has delivered
another brutal attack upon the world’s
peace.. His speech was yet another step
towards war,

While in the four years that Hitler has
been in power, Germany has become a brist-
ling fortress or arms, the fascist tyrants
sit upon a keg of dynamite uneasily. The
same week that Hitler spoke, there came
from the German people the true hope of a
free and peaceful Germany. An appeal for
a German People’s Front was signed by both
Socialists and Communists.

Spanish democracy continued not only to
hold its own Iast month, but began a
counter-offensive on several sectors of the
front against the faseists. The faseist army
of General Franco, increasingly manned by
German and Italian troops, tried in vain to

make headway in the attack on Madrid.
Loyalist forces, however, have driven them
from several areas on the outskirts of the
eity. In a victorious battle for possession
of the Hill of the Angels, now called “Red
Hill,” a point of great strategic importance,
the government forces seized a vast amount

“of ammunition and reportel 1.000 rebel sol-

diers killed. “I am done for. You are going
to shoot me,” Major Belda, fascist leader
said when he was captured with 300 of his
battalion. “We do not shoot prisoners,”
Major Modesto, the government commander,
replied to the amazed fascist leader.

[ ]

While Spanish democracy fights for its
life, the capitalist papers give first place in
their news columns to Leon Trotsky, whose
agents in the Soviet Union were convicted
of treason and counter-revolutionary activi-
ties on January 29. Trotsky is now an ob-
ject of admiration and sympathy in most
newspapers, from the “liheral” Scripps-
Howard papers down to the outspoken fas-
cist, Hearst. The reason for this is their
common hatred of the Soviet Union, the land
of victorious Socialism.

9

Meanwhile Trotsky, newly arrived in
Mexico, his latest refuge, continues his anti-
working class activities. Having obtained
the right to live in Mexico by his promise
to refrain from political activity there, his
first press statement on arrival was a vici-
ous attack on the Soviet Union and on the
present policies of the People’s Front gov-
ernment in Spain. The Mexican Communist
Party and the Mexican Confederation of
Workers are campaigning for his expulsion
from Mexico as an enemy of the common

people.
SOUTHERN WORKER
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NEWS OF THE MONTH in the SOUTH

Steel

Birmingham’s First Sit-Down Strike
Wins 20 Pexr Cent Wage Boost

Birmingham’s first “stay-in” strike won
a 20 per cent wage increase for the 125
steel workers of the American Casting Com-
pany who stayed inside of their plant
eight days and nine nights. The union men
agreed that if they had stayed inside of the
plant all during the strike instead of com-
ing out when they did, they would have won
much more. _

This first strike in the drive to organize

. Alabama’s 25,000 steel workers into the

Amaleamated Association of Iron, Steel and
Tin' Workers not only won many demands
for the' strikers but also showed the rest-of
the steel workers in Birmingham what can
be done. The S.W.0.C. in Birmingham, re-
cently announced that over 6,000 steel work-
ers had signed up in the A.A.

Steel Worlkers in Second
Sit-Down Strike

As the Legislature of Alabama held hear-
ings on a bill which would outlaw sit-down
strikes throughout the state, members of
Tocal 1109 of the Amalgamated Association
of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers staged the

. second sit-down strike in Birmingham in

the Birmingham Stove and Range Com-
pany’s plant. ;

The strikers are demanding 37 cents an
hour, for common labor. They are now
being paid 20 cents an hour, less than the
wage paid by W.P.A. 87 cents an hour is
the general wage for common labor paid
in steel mills around Birmingham since the
Tennessee Coal and Iron Co. was forced by
the growing organization of its workers to
grant a 10 per cent wage increase.

Mines

T.C.I. Ore Miners Talk Strike
Against Stretchout

When J. L. Perry, president of the Ten-
nessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Co. declared
that “there is nothing to arbitrate and noth-
ing to mediate” after Governor Graves had
called upon the company to confer with ore
miners on a wage agreement, the miners be-
gan to take the matter into their own hands.

They did strike against the stretchout
T.C.I. attempted to put over on them last
May. Then after Governor Graves promised
a public investigation of the situation the
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Strikers at American Casting Co. read
the Southern Worker.

miners returned to work to give the “wage
incentive plan” a trial. They found that
for an appoximate 10 per cent increase in
wages they had to give a 70, per cent in-
crease in labor.

While both Governor Graves and a federal
labor disputes conciliator are trying to head
off a strike, the 1,800 members of the Inter-
national Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers
in Wenonah, Ishkooda and Muscoda mines
at Bessemer are quickly losing their pa-
tience. They are determined to get back
their original pay system of wages by the
day.

Miners to Organize
Harlan County

William Turnblazer and Sam Caddy, presi-
dents of Districts No. 19 and 30 of the
United Mine Workers, have announced an
organization drive in Harlan County. The
first mass meeting, scheduled on Sunday,
Jan. 4 at Evarts, Ky. was banned by the
Harlan County officials on the grounds of a
spinal meningitis epidemic which is now
sweeping through the coal fields.

Harlan County is today the one remain-
ing major spot where the United Mine
Workers have not organized in America, It
was the scene of mass struggles during the
strikes of 1931-32, Four miners are still
in the Kentucky Penitentiary, framed by the
operators in that strike. It is said that even
today the Harlan operators keep an army
of some 800 gun thugs. What they do is
have the high sheriff, who is only another
thug for the operators, put a deputy badge
on the thugs whom the operators wish to
employ. But the miners of Harlan have al-
ready organized a local of the Union at
Black Mountain mines, just above Evarts.

Miners Demand Passage
of Youth Act

At a special meeting of Local 7264 of
the United Mine Workers at Lynn, Ala., the
local passed a resolution demanding -the
passage of the American Youth Act spon-
sored by the American Youth Congress. “We
cannot expect the miserly amount of one
dollar per week, now being paid students at
Lynn High School, to even touch the gigan-
tic and deep problem of our young people.
This amount is being paid for work Per-
formed by the National Youth Administra-
tion!"” declared the letter the union sent to
Senator Bankhead. A similar letter was sent
to President Roosevelt.

Textile

Standard-Coosa-Thatcher’s Profits
Rise; Workers’ Wages Remain Same

Standard-Coosa-Thateher reported a net
profit of $237,000 for 1936. President
Thateher declared that the company had had
the best business it had had in three or four
yvears. The company, he said, had not made
any profit in 1935. But the wages of work-
ers in the Chattanooga mill remained the
same in 1936 as they were in 1935, The 29
per cent increase in the amount of yarn
shipped from the mill came from the speed-
up of the workers, they said. Here are a few
examples of what they made in 1986: wind-
ing department, 30 to 35 cents an hour, or
$15 to $22 a week; floor help, $1% to $14 a
weelk, thread girls, $12 to $14 a week; mer-
cerizers, $18 a week; spinning, carding, veel-
ing and twisters, $8 a week.

Miners Help Striking
LaFollette Clothing Workers

450 women employees of the Atlas Cloth-
ing Company at La Follette, Tenn. struck
under the leadership of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers Union on January 21
against rotten working conditions for higher
wages and full union recognition. Supported
by hundreds of organized coal miners who
picket with them daily, the strikers express
great confidence in winning their demands in
a short time. The workers of the Reed Shirt
Factory in the same town, after several of
them had been fired for sympathy with the
strikers and union activity, also went out
on strike to improve their own conditions.
Under the militant leadership of Charlie
Handy and Elaine Wright, strike leaders, the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union is
marching one step further in the struggle to
organize the Southland.
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Cleveland Workers Strike;
First Time in 60 Years

For the first time in 60 years the workers
of the Hardwick Woolen Mills at Cleveland,
Tenn, strick ogainst repeated wage cuts
which brought their wages down in some
eases to $6.256 a week. 350 workers in the
Sewing Department, mostly women, walked
out for restoration of their pay cut, closing
down the Cutting Room as well. Displaying
fine courage in daring the Hardwick elan,
rulers of Cleveland, whose anti-labor policy
has made this industrial town notorious for
low wages and rotten conditions, these
workers broke through spying and intimida-
tion.

Dan River and Riverside Mill
Work_ers Get Increase, But—

When Marshall-Fields Corporation grant-
ed its employees a 10 per cent wage increase,
the 9,200 textile workers in the Dan River
and Riverside Mills in Danville, Va. thought
they were really getting something, Tha
truth leaked out when an efficiency expert
appeared on the scene. Then the pick clocks
at the top of the looms speeded up plenty.
Wholesale firing began in each department
of the eight cotton mill plants, In the spool-
ing department new automatic spooling
machines replaced old. On the new fast ma-
chines 4 girls can spool as fast as 20 on the
old machines. With every new machine
brought in, 16 girls lost their jobs. 30 have
been fired already, and it didn’t make any
difference to the company that one of these
girls had worked for them 20 years.

The company which owns these mills is
one of the most prosperous in the country.
Last year they paid stockholders $3.00 on
preferred stock plus $9.00 arrears on the
-same stock. The president of the corpora-
tion, R. R. West, got a salary of $32,000 or
65 times that of the average worker in the
plant.

Danville once wag unionized and it’s going
te be again, say the workers in the mills.

Picket at Atlanta plant of Fisher Body
gets shave during recent auto strike.
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Bosses Push Anti-Sit-Down
Strike Bill in Ala. Legislature

Following close on the victory of the 125
sit-down steel strikers in the Birmingham
plant of the American Casting Company,
one of the most vicious anti-labor bills in
the history of Alabama has been introduced
in the Alabama legislature by two legisla-
tors from Wilcox and Lee Counties. The bill
which would outlaw sit-down strikes would
take away from workers in Alabama their
last vestige of liberty to fight for their
rights, for decent wages and working con-
ditions. This bill would even make unions,
calling sit-down strikes, liable for the dam-
ages fixed by companies owning the plants.

This is one of the worst attacks upon the
civil liberties of the common people of Ala-
bama. The Alabama State Federation of
Labor, United Mine Workers, central labor
unions and many local unions have already
launched an attack upon this bill. Wire and
write your representatives and senators in
the legislature demanding that they oppose
this bill,

Demand Repeal of
Anti-Picketing Law

Capitol Hill in Montgomery, Alabama was
beseiged by letters and telegrams from
union leaders and members demanding that
the state’s notorious anti-picketing law be
repealed. Representative Forest Castle-
berry of Conecuh has already introduced a
bill to repeal the law, but the legislative
committee to which it was referred has not
yet reported on it, The Alabama State Fed-
eration of Labor roundly condemned the
anti-picketing law and called for its repeal
in a resolution passed at its last convention.

This vicious law makes it a criminal of-
fense for workers to picket during strikes,
to boycott a manufacturer, and for a labor
union to put a company on an unfair list.
It even prevents labor unions and other
labor organizations from distributing strike
literature and has a provision that would
outlaw sit-down strikes.

Ark. Legislature Attempts to Gag
Commonwealth Labor College

A reactionary bill to gag freedom of edu-
cation in Arkansas, aimed directly at Com-
monwealth labor college at Mena, has just
been introduced in the state legislature of
Arkansas. The Bill (H.B. 148, introduced by
Representative Horton of Craighead) is en-
titled “an act to prohibit the teaching of
any foreign doctrine of government for the
purpose of overthrowing the Government of
the United States or the State of Arkansas
by violence and for other purposes.” This
bill would not only restrict Commonwealth
College to teaching what the state dictated it
should teach, but would also prevent free
discussion and education in all schools
throughout Arakansas.

Union workers contribute clothes to the
defenders of democracy in Spain,

Spain

Louisville Hears Plea
to Aid Spanish Democracy

Representatives of the Spanish People’s
T'ront Government deseribed the brutal cam-
paign of the fascists in their attempt to des-
troy all civil and democratic rights at a
meeting sponsored by Louisville citizens at
the Tyler Hotel in Louisville last month.
Those present pledged their utmost support
in the drive to send money, food, and other
aid to the Spanish Workers. Contributions
should be sent to the North American Com-
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy, 149 Fifth
Avenue, New York City.

Lexington, Kentucky also heard the rep-
resentatives of the Spanish Workers at a
meeting sponsored by the Kentucky Univer-
sity Branch of the American Students
Union. Pretty Josefina Ramarez, one of the
Spanish delegation, declared that the attack
of the fascists upon Spanish demoeracy is
not an isolated occurrence. “Rather it is a
part of the concentrated world-wide drive
of the fascist powers against the democra-
cies of the world.”

Jacksonville, Fla, Rallies
Support for Spain

Speaking before a mass meeting under
the auspices of the Jacksonville League to
Aid Spanish Democracy, Professor Royal
W. France of Rollins College declared, “It
is incredible to me that any true American

who bhelieves in freedom and his country’s.

tradition of self government should remain
unmoved by the fascist onslaught against
democracy in Spain.” Without the help of
Hitler and Mussolini, Professor France
pointed out, General Franco, leader of the
fascists in Spain “could not have gone 50
yards.” The meeting pledged its support of
the Spanish people’s defense of democracy.
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Mob Lynches
Young Negro
Wes Johnson, an 18-year old Negro farm

hand was lynched by a mob who took him
. from Abbeville Jail where he was held for

| i allegedly attacking a white woman. John-

gon was not even given a chance to prove
his innocence before the mob tore down the
jail door and dragged him out. A few hours
after the vietim’s bullet riddled body was
found swinging from a tree near Headland,
Ala., Governor Graves ordered a thorough
investigation. These lynchers can easily be
brought to justice because Sheriff Louis
Corbett of Abbeville said he recognized at
least some of the 50 men who lynched John-
son.

This is the first reported lynching in the
United States this year. In 1936, according
to Tuskegee Institute, @ people were Iynched,
all of them Negroes in Southern states.
Alabama’s record from 1892 to 1936 is one
of the worst. 296 Negroes have met death at
the hands of mobs. Mississippi has the worst
record. During the same years, 564 lynching
took place in that state.

Kentucky Workers Alliance
Launches organization Drive

At is recent meeting the State Board of
the Kentucky Workers Alliance mapped a
state-wide campaign to organize the un-
employed and W.P.A. workers into the Al-
liance. The drive was scheduled to concen-
trate for its first two weeks in Louisville.
Six organizers, including W. E. Burns of
Paducah, Frank Daniel of Paintsville, Don
Wesat of Middleboro and T. C. Cadle were
made responsible as the organizing com-
mittee. Thé Kentucky Alliance is fighting
for an apropriation of $500,000 for state
relief for the jobless during the winter.

Cost of Living
Due to Go on Climbing

Indications are that the cost of living,
which is already 20 per cent higher than in
April, 1933, will continue to rise during the
rest of this winter and spring. Cotton goods
prices have jumped about 25 per cent while
men’s worsted suitings have risen about
40 cents a yard in recent weeks. The na-
tion’s largest shoe manufacturing concern
has announced increases of 10 per cent to
15 per cent in the price of shoes. Secretary
of Agriculture Wallace has predicted that
food prices will go 10 per cent higher this
winter although they are already 38 per-
cent above the level of March, 1983, Meats,
dairy products and fish are expected to go
still higher.

@'ﬂ These price increases will fall hardest
% on the workers. Without wage increases

to at least equal this rise in living cost, the
worker’s atandard of living is certain to be
driven still lower.
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Share Croppers Union Demands
Land for Landless

Forty acres and a mule has been the de-
mand of two million landless farmers in the
South for the last 70 years, the Sharecrop-
pers’ Union pointed out in a statement to
the President’s Committee on Farm Ten-
ancy which met last month. The Union is
demanding a large government program of
land purchasing to settle landless tenants
on® small farms in place of the present
Bankhead Act which would take 200 years
to place the South’s landless farmers on
their own farms.

Tha Union’s demands, which included
highly graduated land taxes to discourage
large land ownership by banks and insur-
ance companies, requirement by laws of
written contracts between landlords and
tenants, and protection of the right of the
share croppers and farm laborers to organ-
ize, were 'presented by Clyde Johnson,
Secretary of the Share Croppers’ Union.

Farmers Union Protests
Evictions by Resettlement

Over 110 people are being forced off the
land, some out of farming entirely, in St.
Landry Parish, Louisiana, because the Re-
settlement Administration has chosen the
St. Landry Farm for another of their ex-
periments. Twenty families, most of them
colored, are being put on the road to make
room for 16 white families chosen by Re-
settlement for their Tenant-Security pro-
gram.

Bight locals of the Farmers’ Education-
al and Co-operative Union of America in
§t. Landry Parish joined in protesting the
eviction of these families. The Union, of
which the evicted tenants are members,
js demanding that the government either
include these families in its Tenant-Security
program or find places for them on other
farms with satisfactory contracts with
landlords and provide them with loans
for teams, feed seed and fertilizer.

Agricultural Workers
Organize Federal Locals

Some 32,000 farm wage hands of the
Share Croppers’ Union are joining the
American Federation of Labor as a federal
local of farm laborers and cotton field
workers. This union had its beginning
among farm workers in Winston County,
Alabama, and has the support and endor-
sement of Loecal 7264, United Mine Work-
ers of America, Local 367, Alabama Farm-
ers’ Union and the Jasper Central Labor
Union.

A farm workers wage conference is
being planned to take place within the
next few months in Birmingham to map
wage scales and further organizational
work of farm wage workers,

Librany
University of Texes
Acstin, Tesas

Cotton Row
By JERRY COLEMAN

A little pressure can make a dent in a
thick skull, When the Louisiana Farmers’
Union got after Resettlement Supervisor
Louis Fontenot for diserimination against
the union and asked Administrator Alex-

ander to fire him, the man suddenly

changed. He even started seeking out the
St. Laundry Farm tenants to sign them
up for their loans.

Some Alabama farmers are putting mo-
ney in their pockets. In Winston and
Walker counties they are pooling their
money to buy fertilizer and expect to save
from $5 to $10 on the ton the same as they
did last year.

“What will we do if you give the tenants
land,” an old landlord whimpered at the

Montgomery Farm-Tenancy meeting. He

doesn’t have to worry yet, the government
isn't going to move that fast, BUT the
unions will make him wish he didn’t have
tenants when they make the landlords sign
SHARE CROP CONTRACTS protecting
the tenants’ rights.

At the same meeting Oscar Johnson,
master of 862 tenant families of the world's
largest plantation at Scott, Mississippi,
gaid the government should not build good
houses for tenants. According to him this
would make other farmers jealons. Maybe

the real reason is that other tenants would.

demand better homes from their landlords.
Another landlord from South Alsbama- said
sealed houses would start an epidemic of
tuberculosis among Negroes because they
wouldn’t open their windows for fresh air.
It's nice to be so interested in health, but
this gentleman didn't mention Negroes
dying from pnemonia and other diseases in
miserable shacks where it rains inside and
cold winter winds blow quilts off the bed.

Oscar Johnson spoke the voice of Wall
Street at the meeting. He warned the gov-
ernment not to mess around giving land to
just any old tenant or share cropper. Maybe
Johnson read about the Mexican govern-
ment confiscating the big plantations and
dividing them up among the landless farm-
ers. We wonder how he’'d look as a plow
boy instead of the boss.

Mississippi’s Commissioner of Agricul-
ture said he didn’t need union agitators to
help solve the temancy problem. The wish
must have been father of the thought.
Like it or not he's going to get the help.
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A PAGE FOR SOUTHERN WOMEN

Birmingham, Ala,
Dear Friends:

I left ‘Alabama four years ago and now
I have come back again to my native state
to live.

A lot can happen in four years. For one
thing all of us are four years older, most
of us are four years poorer and four years
wiser, but in spite of increasing poverty
many of us are four years happier. That
sounds strange perhaps, but when you stop
and study about it you will see that it is
so, For now we know that poverty is not
just our fault or our bad luck or the hand
of God punishing us, and ahead we see a
light instead of blackness.

On coming back to Alabama I compare
the difference in the cost of living.

Up there I paid $23.00 a month for a
small well-kept apartment which the land-
lord repainted every fall free of charge. The
apartment was furnished with a new gas
range and though I did all my own cooking
my gas bill was never over 95 cents a month.
I am told that here I will hardly get by with
less than $4.00 a month, as I have to heat
all the hot water we use, There it was boil-
ing hot, day and night. Steam heat was
furnished free from October to May, and
all repairs, such as putting in new glass
when small boys threw balls through my
window or the plumbing got out of fix, were
paid for by the landlord. Water, of course,
was free, as it is owned by the city.

Here I pay $25.00 a month for a bare
house. A gink is in the kitchen but no
stove, an Arcola, but I must buy my own
coal and eoke and wood. a Rudd heater, but
of course I must pay for the gas as well
a3 the water—for water here is owned by
a private company, and the charge is $2.50
a quarter for the least amount of water that
isused, There was no china-closet or shelves
and the wood-work and walls are dirty and
stained as is the outside of the house.

I pay more for milk, meat iz high and
very poor quality.

There I paid 5 cents car fare and here
I must pay 7 eents.

One thing I have noticed is cheap, and
that is labor. If I did not do all my own
work myself, I could get another woman to
do it for me: cooking, washing and ironing,
housework for all my family—for $4.50 a
week!

I have been thinking more and more
about this high cost of living. It is one sub-
jeet we can not get away from. I mean just
plain eating and a place to sleep and keep-
ing clothes on our backs. Not luxuries, hard-
ly even comforts, but bare necessities.

Pape 14

When the people in Washington wrote
that part about “Southern Wage Differen-
tial,” they were using a high-sounding name
so they could talk about it openly instead of
calling it by the ugly name “Starvation.”

We down here have known about starva-
tion for a long time. That’s the reason so
many of our people die of pellagra and
tuberculosis and a lot of other sicknesses we
don’t even know the name to call it by, so
we just call it “misery”—and we have a
lot of misery.

The gentlemen in Washington got the cart
before the horse. They gave us a ‘“wage
differential” because they say it costs less
to live down here. The truth is, comfort for
comfort, it costs just as much to be decently
fed and clothed down here as it does in any
other part of the country. It it costs any
less to live in the South, it is beause we
have learned to do without and have sort
of gotten used to it. But it seems to me we
are entitled to the extra money that would
give us a little comfort and better health.
God knows we have worked for it, and our
fathers before us, and unless we teach our
children, by example, to demand something
better they will go down the same old road
that we are used to. So I say, we must or-

ganize for it and teach our young ones to
organize and stick together in the unions.

We, as women and mothers, have a special
role to fill. It is up to us to get together,
unite our strength and refuse to wear the
chains of poverty any longer. We can form
Women’s Auxiliaries beside the men’s unions
and help them when they go out on strike
and encourage them to do so. There is the
textile union that is now planning its big-
gest campaign. The Parents-Teachers Asso-
ciation, for more education. Domestic Work-
ers Union. The unemployed are powerful
when united.

These are all things that concern women,
beeause they have to do with our every day
life, with our standard of living in our
homes and the way our children shall be
raised and educated.

We can use this page to get together and
talk about these things. We can talk about
the Sales Tax, where the money comes from
and where it goes. We can ask questions for
a better understanding and make plans for
better organizing of our strength.

This page is ours, so please dear friends,
let us hear from you. -

MARY CRAIK SPEED

SOUTHERN WORKER



# 'The Only Road

_LETTERS FROM PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH |

1}

Charleston, S. C.
Editor, The Southern Worker:

We has organized last June 16 local 1422
of the International Longshoremen’s Associ-
ation. At present we has 1,800 members, the
only organization in Charleston, S. C. There
is nothing else but churches. Now on De-
cember 9, 1936, all steamship companies
here recognized the union 1422 and give us
a 2 cent increase in pay. But we could not
get 8 hours per day. We have to work 10
hours per day. Also get time and one-third
over time. Also we has signed an agreement
for this until September 80, 1937. Also the
scale runs from 25 cents per hour to 60
per hour. This is the best we could get at
this time.

Now some of the seaman was on strike
here, about 80 of ’em. Also on December
16, a group of them came to our hall for
aid. Many of the I.L.A. members wanted to
help them out but orders from Mr. Joseph
P. Ryan of New York would not let our
president of Loeal 1422 give them a thing.
Ryan said that the seamen is nothing but a
‘bunch of reds just raising hell all the time
and trying to fool the Negroes in all ports

of the U.S.A. Also Ryan is putting the
whites against the Negroes here in Charles-
ton all the time. Many of the Negroes has
said to hell with Ryan.

About other things in Charleston—The
W.P.A. and P.W.A, has eut 20 per cent of
all the men around here . . . they cut 3
Negroes to one white. All over South Caro-
lina. The mayor of Charleston says that
the Negroes must catch fish and eat them
to live. Times is very hard here. |

HERE!S

NMoUR,

White men, also the Negroes, is looking
toward some organization to lead them on
the right road and that is the Communist
road. No other one will do but the Com-
munist road. Also the whites workers is in
a hell of a fix in Charleston, S.C. Many
f them have no shoes on their feet at all.

“FProm this letter you may print what you

want in your paper.
—I. R.

SOUTHERN WORKER

Postscript from the Editor
Dear Readers:

We told you that we were going to get
out a bigger and better Southern Worker.
Well here is a sample of the kind of maga-
zine we are going to get out from now on.
Is it the kind of magazine you and your
friends want to read? If it is, write in and
tell us. Write in and tell us your ideas for
making it even better.

If you think this really is the kind of
magazine that can be used to lead the work-
ers in their fight against the bosses for
higher wages and a better and happy land,
get your friends to subscribe to it. It’s only
25 cents a year for 12 issues.

By the way, the reason we did not get
out a February issue of the magazine is
that we wanted to spend a lot of time on
planning to get out a real good one. We
think we've done it. If you think so, you'll
back that up by sending in a load of new
subscriptions right away.
Fraternally,

JIM MALLORY, Editor

g

We Can Stop It!
- Birmingham, Ala.
Editor, The Southern Worlker:

This ought to ba stopped! Us going into
the houses of the whites and working from
dawn till dark for such small pay.

Washing and ironing, house cleaning and
all—this is what we do. Work hard and
nothing much to eat, just one or two sand-
wiches, four slices of bread and two eggs,
and no meat.

Just listen, I mops up the front porches
and back porches and bath room. Cleans up
4 or 5 rooms, washes and cleans the ice box,
sun parlor and living room. I bumps my
head on the dining room table dusting the
legs. I cleans and sweeps the basement. I do
all this in one day and only gets two sand-
wiches at lunch time and $2.25 at the end
of the week. No chicken or pies or milk—
not even ice-water and they drinks milk and
eat Post Toasties an’ all kinds of good
things and get good and full and sits around
and watches me .work. They have fried
chicken or broiled chicken or stewed

I LIKE To wWATcH /

chicken 2 or 3 times a week and I only éet
the bones after they have finished and it
comes time for me to eat my 2 sandwiches.

The only tips I gets is some old stockings
that the lady wouldn’t wear herself—all
holey as they can be, and a rough sugar-
sack for me to make a maids apron out of
—something she would use for dish towels.

Well, you see if we could get more money
we could buy decent stockings and aprons
for ourselves, and every thing we need and
would not have to sew and patch the old
rags they don’t want and can't use.

The only way we who lives in the South
can get better homes and better food and
better treatment, is to organize. If we get
together and organize we can stop freezing
and stop being hungry and stop being
robbed of our pay. —A FRIEND

Signing Up Already
Mobile, Ala.
Editor, The Southern Worker:

Mobile has long been regarded as an un-
organized community where labor is cheap
and the workers “won’t stick together.” This
reputation was built up at the expense of
the workers by no others than the phoney
leadership supplied by some of the craft
unions.

The head of the organizing comimittee of
the Central Trades Council has for many
months been dreaming about organizing all
those old craft locals back again, He writes
a number of letters to William Green and
some of the other A. F. of L. big shots to
send him a half-dozen of the organizers
from the different Internationals affected.
He then arranges to hold a public meeting
and invites all members of unions and their
friends. He does everything but find out
what the ship-yard workers think. He
doesn’t even try to get shipyard workers to
the meeting. I believe he is really scared of
them.

The shipyard workers in the Alabama
Drydock are going to do plenty for them-
selves. They have already begun to sign |
applications for the Industrial Union of
Marine and Shipbuilding Workers of Amer-
ica. They are starting on their own and
will create their own leadership out of the
best among themselves. We hope that the
Port of Mobile, in establishing the Indus-
trial Union, will set the lead for the entire
ship repair industry in the Gulf. Our slogan
is, “sign up for the Industrial Union!”

—Alabama Drydock Worker

Page 15



B,

Sox
==X

;i

You Southern farmers have a fight on your hands.

You dirt farmers who work your own land have to sell your
products cheaply, though farm products are high enough when
the worker buys them on the market. You dirt farmers are
plagued with droughts, crop fail-
ures, ridden with mortgages and
insecurity.

You tenant farmers are in debt
to the landlords. You are held in
poverty by lynch courts and land-
lord tyranny.

You farm laborers work from
dawn to dark for a few cents in
season. Out of season you are left
to starve or get along as best you
can.

You Southern workers have a fight on your hands.

You work long hours—too leng—in the mine, mill or fac-
tory—for pay too little to meet your needs. You do not have
a nice house to live in, your children do not get a good educa-
tion. You do not have security; the boss fires you when he see

fit. You cannot save up

BUILD THE SOUTHERN WORKER

You Southern women and children have a fight on your
hands along with your men. :

Southern homes are faced with starvation® and semi-starvi |
tion. Southern housewives are crippled with overwork. Southerr="
children are menaced with disease
and death because they lack
proper food, proper housing and
proper medical care. Southern
children are unable to get the
education they need. As the cost of
living rises, the family income
fails to rise with it. Living stan-
dards are driven still lower. The
family is burdened with unem-
ployment and insufficient relief.

The whole family needs to
read The Southern Worker. The fight for a better life is their
fight, too.

The Southern Worker is a powerful force in organizing the
struggles of the masses for better conditions. Use it. You should
not only read it yourself; you should put it in the hands of

your fellow workers. They

enough for your old age.

When you try to get better NaMB

will be glad to see it.
If you are not yet a sub-
scriber, clip the coupon

ADDRESS

conditions you are met with
discrimination and terror-

below and send it, with 25¢,

ism. Your conditions are
worse than those of North-

to Box 572, Birmingham,
Ala. That will bring you The

ern workers who hold the

Southern Worker for a year.

same kind of jobs, your pay
is less.

Whether- or not you ar =
now a subscriber, elip the=*

To fight for your righ's

coupon above and send us

you must organize. And you
mast have papers and a

the names and addresses of
your friends who ought to

maguzine like The Southern

be readers of The Southern

Worlker, which are not
afraid to stand with you

Worker. We will send them
free sample copies.

against any attack from the

The Southern Worker is

bosses.

your weapon in this fight.

Please send me
The Southern Worker
For ( ) 1 year; (
I enclose $.25 (

) 2 years
) or $.50 ( ) to cover




